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Anthony DiPaolo, Executive Director, Insurance Fraud Bureau of Massachusetts 

Mr. DiPaolo joined the Insurance Fraud Bureau in 1992 and served as its Chief of Investigations 

for fourteen years before being appointed as its Executive Director in March of 2020.  He is 

credited with developing and managing the IFB’s workers’ compensation premium fraud unit. 

Prior to joining the IFB, Mr. DiPaolo was with the U. S. Air Force for ten years as a Special Agent, 

concentrating on fraud investigations.  He has extensive experience in developing fraud detection 

programs.  Mr. DiPaolo earned his Bachelor of Science Degree, in Criminal Justice from 

Wilmington College and his Master of Science Degree in Criminal Justice from Northeastern 

University.  Mr. DiPaolo has been an adjunct instructor at Northeastern University in their criminal 

justice program since 1996; he teaches courses on white collar crime and criminal 

investigations.  Mr. DiPaolo frequently speaks on a variety of insurance fraud topics at local, 

national and global seminars.  He is a member of the National Association of Certified Fraud 

Examiners. 

 

Michael Merolli, MAPFRE, SIU Accident Reconstructionist 

Mr. Merolli is currently the MAPFRE SIU Accident Reconstructionist, a position is has held since 

2007. He is a CDR Tool Trainer – Mentor and a Bosch CDR Tool Beta Tester. Mike is a retired 

Massachusetts Police Officer and was part of the CEMLEC Crash Reconstruction Team. He holds 

certification as an Illinois Law Enforcement Crash Reconstruction Specialist and is ACTAR 

Accredited. He is a licensed  Auto Damage Appraiser in Massachusetts and Rhode Island and has 

trained law enforcement personnel, Insurance Adjusters, and private crash reconstructionist in the 

use of various EDR tools and the analysis of Electronic Crash Data for more than a decade. 

 

Timothy Dowd, R9 Forensics, LLC, Owner/Accident Reconstructionist   

Timothy Dowd is a Vehicle Accident Reconstructionist at R9 Forensics, LLC. He has over twenty 

years of diverse vehicle accident reconstruction experience. Mr. Dowd retired from the 

Massachusetts State Police after twenty-five years, holding the rank of Lieutenant, as he served as 

Section Commander of the Collision Analysis and Reconstruction Section (CARS). During his 

eighteen years in CARS, he investigated over one thousand collisions and reconstructed over five-

hundred collisions with serious injuries and fatalities. Mr. Dowd has testified frequently as an 

expert witness in Massachusetts District and Superior Courts, as well as the United States District 

Court. He is accredited by the Accreditation Commission for Traffic Accident Reconstruction 

(ACTAR) and held the position of Board Member on the ACTAR Governing Board of Directors. 

He represented the Massachusetts State Police on the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Traffic 

Incident Management (TIM) Task Force. Prior to R9 Forensics, LLC, Mr. Dowd was a senior 

consultant at Rimkus Consulting Group, where he managed all aspects of vehicle accident 

reconstruction and forensic mapping. He received his bachelor’s degree from Northeastern 

University. Mr. Dowd has been a certified Crash Data Retrieval Technician and Analyst for twenty 



years and is currently a Crash Data Retrieval Technician Trainer/Mentor. He is also a certified 

Heavy Vehicle Event Data Retrieval Technician and Analyst. Mr. Dowd is a certified FAA Part 

107 Remote Pilot and has been utilizing drone technology in conjunction with photogrammetry 

software since 2017. 

 

Robert Molnar, Vice President/Owner Lemieux & Associates 

In August of 2008, Bob joined Lemieux & Associates as a Partner and Vice President. Bob brought 

with him over twenty-two years of experience in the private investigation arena with the major 

focus being on insurance investigations.  Before joining Lemieux & Associates he was Vice 

President, Operations for the two largest investigative agencies in the U.S. and was directly 

responsible for over 400 Field Investigators in the United States and over 200 Contract 

Investigators abroad. Prior to that he served in the United States Navy and was a Police Officer in 

Connecticut, Deputy Sheriff in Colorado and worked with the U.S. Marshal Service. Bob has 

worked as a consultant and advisor to many insurance and investigative firms over his long career. 

Bob majored in Criminal Justice at Western Connecticut State University. He has taught and 

successfully completed hundreds of hours of advanced continuing training in the areas of 

investigations and management and is a certified CEU instructor for several states. 

 

David C. Stadolnik, Esq., Law Offices of David C. Stadolnik, LLC 

Attorney Stadolnik is an experienced litigation / SIU attorney whose practice includes all phases 

of investigation, discovery, motion practice, alternate dispute resolution, and litigation on behalf 

of insurance carriers in Rhode Island and Massachusetts.  Attorney Stadolnik has extensive 

experience in the areas of pre-suit investigations, motor vehicle tort cases, construction liability, 

commercial general liability, products liability, retail premises liability, wrongful death claims, 

and catastrophic injury. In addition, Attorney Stadolnik is experienced with investigating and 

litigating fraudulent insurance claims cases, including medical provider fraud, homeowner’s 

claims, vehicle and dwelling fire losses, theft losses, staged accidents, and rental claims. Attorney 

Stadolnik was first admitted to practice in 1987 and is admitted to practice in state and U.S. District 

Courts in Rhode Island and Massachusetts as well as the U.S. First Circuit Court of Appeals and 

the United States Court of Military Appeals. He is a member of the Rhode Island Bar Association 

(RIBA), the Massachusetts Bar Association (MBA) Defense Counsel of Rhode Island (DCRI), 

New England Association of Insurance Fraud Investigators (NEAIFI), International Association 

of Special Investigations Units (IASIU), and the New England Chapter of International 

Association of Special Investigations Units (NEIASIU) and the International Association of Arson 

Investigators (IAAI).  Attorney Stadolnik is a former member of the FBI Medical Care Provider 

Fraud Working Group and the CLM Insurance Fraud Committee.  A graduate of The College of 

the Holy Cross, Attorney Stadolnik earned his J.D. at the New England School of Law. He served 

as a Military Prosecutor with the U.S. Navy’s Judge Advocate General’s Corps (JAG) in Newport, 

Rhode Island from 1987 until 1991. 



 

Melissa Sweeney, Investigative Analyst, Crum & Forster 

Ms. Sweeney is an Investigative Analyst for Crum & Forster, a leading national property, casualty 

and accident & health insurer with a large, diversified specialty platform. Melissa specializes in 

social media, open-source intelligence (OSINT), and background investigations. She is currently 

pursuing her second Master’s Degree in Digital Media Design after recently completing her 

master’s degree in Criminal Justice. Melissa is an active board member for the New Jersey Special 

Investigators Association. In her free time, she is an avid ball hockey player and assists in 

managing social media for the United Women's Ball Hockey Foundation and helps as a director 

for two National Ball Hockey League divisions.  

 

Douglas McInnis, Esq., Of Counsel, Morrison Mahoney LLP 

Attorney McInnis is Of Counsel in the Boston office of Morrison Mahoney, representing some of 

the nation’s leading insurers in a variety of civil litigation matters, including bodily injury, 

wrongful death, dram-shop,  products liability, and complex business litigation. Doug also 

operates out of the Fall River, Springfield, and Worcester offices of Morrison Mahoney. Doug’s 

practice also  focuses on insurance fraud investigation and litigation, with a concentration in the 

areas  of healthcare fraud and No-fault insurance fraud. Prior to his legal career, Doug was an 

actor. He has appeared in numerous national commercials and television programs including Law 

& Order, Law & Order: SVU, and Sex & the City. 

 

Mario Pecoraro, President/CEO Alliance Risk Group  

Mr. Pecoraro is President/CEO of Alliance Risk Group, a company that provides risk mitigation 

through pre- and post- employment background screenings, investigative surveillance services, 

claims adjusting and service of process.  Founded in 2005 under the name of Alliance Worldwide 

Investigative Group, Mario consolidated his companies in 2020 under the Alliance Risk Group 

name. A member of the Professional Background Screeners Association, PBSA, Alliance 

employees hold Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA) Advanced Certification. Pecoraro conducts 

accredited webinars and has presented at conferences across the country. He grew up working in 

his parents' investigation company and his passion led him to publish a book called, "The Claim 

Game: Twenty Best Practices when managing and Investigating Workers' Comp Claims." In 2019, 

he published his second book, "Avoiding Costly Hiring Mistakes." He was honored by his peers 

as an “outstanding businessperson" for conducting risk management and quality due-diligence 

based investigative services with integrity and his company was twice named a "Best Places to 

Work" by the Albany Business Review. A sought-after thought leader and national blogger, Mario 

has appeared on Fox News "Your World with Neil Cavuto" and ABC's 20/20 as the "gold standard" 

for those who want to screen out fakes. 

 



Jessica Eldridge, Vice President, J.S. Held, Forensic Accounting & Economics  

Ms.  Eldridge is a Vice President within J.S. Held's Forensic Accounting & Economics practice. 

Prior to joining J.S. Held, she was a partner at Hagen, Streiff, Newton & Oshiro (HSNO).  Jessica 

has over 19 years of investigative and forensic accounting experience in measuring financial 

damages involving business interruption, cyber, extra expense, stock, builder’s risk, employee 

dishonesty/fidelity, personal injury, subrogation, and litigation support services. Jessica also has 

extensive experience with  the administration of common fee funds and the oversite of property 

damage claims for large construction projects. Her industry experience includes, but is not limited 

to, automotive, life sciences, hospitality, manufacturing, retail, medical services, hospitals, college 

& universities, casinos, state and local municipalities, specialty human services, recycling plants, 

real estate, and construction projects. She has presented seminars to insurance and legal 

professionals on topics relating to business interruption, cyber, and property damage as well as 

contributed to articles on various forensic accounting topics. Jessica is fluent in Portuguese and 

English. 

 

Kevin Rawlins, Director of Customer Engagement, Verisk Analytics 

Kevin Rawlins, Director of Customer Engagement. Kevin is the customer experience practice 

leader for ISO ClaimSearch, responsible for listening to the ISO ClaimSearch community and 

driving a user-centric design thinking into ClaimSearch’s DNA.  His team works closely with the 

user community to understand their needs and improve the claim handling process. Outside of 

work Kevin enjoys playing golf, competing in triathlons and spending time on the beach with his 

family. He was born and raised in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and lives in West Chester, 

Pennsylvania. 

 

Michael A. Stichter, PHD, PE, CFEI, CVI- ARCCA    

Dr. Stichter is a licensed, professional mechanical engineer with extensive experience in 

automotive, recreational, transportation, agricultural, commercial, and industrial equipment, and 

systems. He has more than twenty years of experience in industrial manufacturing engineering, 

including gas turbine blades and vanes coatings, box trucks, hot aerospace structures and gas 

generation equipment. 

 

Jeffrey G. Rapattoni, Esq., Marshall Dennehey 

Mr. Rapattoni joined Marshall Dennehey in 2008 and serves as the chair of the firm’s PIP 

Litigation Practice Group, co-chair of the firm's Fraud/Special Investigation Practice Group and is 

a member of the Board of Directors. He focuses his practice on insurance fraud, bad faith and SIU 

related matters working with carriers both in the US and internationally.  Mr. Rapattoni litigates 

insurance fraud and fraud-related matters throughout the state of New Jersey and many other 

jurisdictions. He acts as national coordinating counsel to several insurance companies and helps 



clients develop strategies for defending complex litigation related to medical provider fraud, PIP 

and other emerging insurance issues. In addition, he frequently consults with insurance carriers 

across the country to help integrate internal analytical platforms, create risk management protocol 

and conduct fraud-related investigations. 

 

Roy A. Mura, Esq., Founder Mura Law Group, PLLC 

Attorney Mura is the founder and managing member of the seven-lawyer firm Mura Law Group, 

PLLC, headquartered in Buffalo, New York. He is a 1986 law graduate of University of Buffalo 

School of Law and a 1983 linguistics degree graduate of SUNY at Binghamton. The author of the 

widely read and award-winning Coverage Counsel blog (nycoveragecounsel.blogspot.com), Mr. 

Mura’s practice includes insurance coverage analysis and litigation, first-party property, third-

party liability, auto/UM/UIM, no-fault, fraud and arson defense work for numerous property and 

casualty insurers on a state-wide and regional basis. He has successfully litigated numerous 

insurance fraud and coverage cases for insurers through jury trials and appeals in New York state 

and federal courts and writes and speaks regularly and frequently for insurers, adjusters, and 

investigators nationwide on various issues relating to insurance coverage, COVID-19 business 

interruption lawsuits, fraud, Internet of Things/connected devices, social media research for 

claims, underwriting and fire investigations, “bad faith” and the defense of first- and third-party 

claims. He is a member of and proudly serves as General Counsel to the New York State Chapter 

of the International Association of Special Investigation Units. He is also a member of the 

International Association of Arson Investigators, New York State Fire Investigators State Chapter 

No. 23, several local claims associations and the New York State and Erie County bar associations. 

He has been listed in the New York Super Lawyers – Upstate Edition since 2012 and maintains the 

highest possible AV (Preeminent) rating with Martindale-Hubbel  l. He is married, has three 

children, six (!) grandchildren, and all but gave up golf several years ago to maintain his bass 

thumb while pursuing his avocation for all-season fresh and saltwater fishing. 

 

Christopher J. DiChiara, Automotive Forensic Investigator, S.D. Lyons, Inc. 

Christopher J DiChiara is an Automotive Forensic Investigator with SD Lyons of Seekonk, MA. 

Mr. DiChiara specializes in mechanical/electronic failure analysis, and vehicle theft investigation 

for insurance companies, government entities, and the private sector. In his 8 years with SD Lyons, 

he has inspected over 1,500 vehicles. Mr. DiChiara has over 20 years’ experience in the automotive 

repair and performance modification industries, diagnosing, repairing and upgrading all makes of 

vehicles. He is an ASE Master Technician (2013), and a Certified Forensic Locksmith (CFL, 

2018). 
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